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Editor’s Note 
Welcome to this special edition of the Duiwenhoks Conservancy  Newsletter.  The holiday  season in 
Vermaaklikheid this year was blessed with wonderful weather that ended in an astonishing downpour 
on the second week of January, which seemed to have driven most of the holiday-makers home.

We trust  that for  all our  members, their families and 
friends, it  was indeed a very  good holiday  season and 
we wish you all a wonderful year. This edition has an 
invitation from  our new chairman John Thorne to 
participate in Revisioning Vermaaklikheid. John 
will explain his motivation for this in his Message 
from the Chairman. We hope you will all be there at 
the river in April so that we can be a good, strong
group working together  for the future of our shared 
paradise. Editor: Louisa Oberholzer.

Message from Our New Chairman, John Thorne

The conservancy  has, until now been very  involved with the physical development of 
Vermaaklikheid. and has done an impressive job in maintaining the architectural quality  of 
Vermaaklikheid and preventing rampant development on the river. While there is a  clear need 
to continue to monitor development and comment where necessary  there is also pressure to 
broaden the scope of the conservancy. If we consider the Vermaaklikheid area as a system, 
with  component parts it  would be important to identify  those components and to understand 
how each affects the whole. Examples would be the river and its floodplain, the freshwater 
system, the school and Kop community, the farmers and the landowners of holiday cottages.

It  is clear from  recent  events that the little Vermaaklikheid school and the Kop community  are 
components that now cannot be ignored. Our role could be to promote interest and 
involvement in these communities. Hopefully  such interest may  even lead to creating 
livelihoods, which  would then strengthen the community.   The Conservancy  will engage in a 
process to define a  vision and medium term  plan for the area by  engaging with stakeholders, 
identifying themes and planning a way  forward.  We intend to move this process forward at 
the AGM  and would like members to contribute by  attending the AGM on Easter  Saturday  the 
19th of April at 10h00 at the Vredesaal in the village. An email will be sent out to the mailing 
list a few weeks beforehand. Please email John Thorne on drjohnthorne@gmail.com if you 
would like further information. 

Flooded road, January 2014
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The December holidays played out  under fair  weather until 
the very  end, on the 8th and 9th of January  when the 
whole of the Western Cape was inundated with rains that 
just  fell out  of the sky. The annual cricket match  was 
played under clear skies, with approximately  60 people 
who came to swing the bat, support the players, 
particularly  our budding  young cricketers or to socialise 
and hear the latest Vermaaklikheid stories. Josh Hill, 
whose name has appeared more than once on the trophy 
bat was man of the match.The most promising kids were 
Jo Feast and Anne Durr. Well done all! 

This was followed by  the now  very  popular annual swim  to 
Palm  Tree Bend. Swimmers set off from Simon Harper’s 
jetty  and soon settled down to long steady  strokes on the 
3.5 kilometre stretch of river. The very  first  swimmers who 
inaugurated this swim at least  ten years ago were Liz 
Parker  and Jackson Andrew who decided that swimming 
to the mouth  was a  good idea. With our  strong tides it 
proved to be quite manageable,  even though it was twice 
the distance of the present swim. Our thanks to Abie,  our 
river patrol officer who was there to keep an eye on the 
safety  of swimmers and the boat owners who were vigilant 
and courteous with the swimmers in the water.

Vermaaklikheid Fun

Congratulations to Daniel Harper, the first  swimmer  in and to Ruby  Versveld who was the first female 
swimmer. The ten kilometre Puntjie Pretloop was won by  Kyle Dodds and by  Kate Munnik, as the first 
female.  The annual cycle ride rerouted to the Gouka River this year  and ended at Cafe Paradiso for a 
wonderful swim and brunch.
Lekker locals: Ruth + Hannah Lowenthal, Shawna Versveld, Jean Kirby Feast, Mike Munnik, Damian Burger,  Abie, Rob Hill



 Cape Nature A Word from Rhett Hiseman,
In spite of resources being really stretched, Cape Nature has recently completed the physical audit of 
all the rivers in the Western Cape. We are busy consolidating all the data collected that we have on 
record as well as updating landowner info from the municipalities.
Although the municipality does not deal with jetties except public jetties, a few landowners on the 
Duiwenhoks have breached other regulations and have been issued compliance letters.  This can be a 
costly exercise as consultants have to be appointed and hefty fines are handed out. We will eventually 
get the new database up to speed and then we will be able to take on more cases. On the Goukou River 
we have 4 cases of illegal structures that we are dealing with.
I would suggest that property owners who do not comply with the Sea Shore/ICM act pre-empt 
consultant & legal costs by contacting me on rhiseman@capenature.co.za  to see whether we can 
legalise their structures without incurring huge costs. 

With regards to further activities on the Duiwenhoks, in December, a flotilla of boats descended on the 
river to gather information for a high confidence survey to determine the environmental water reserve 
for the river. The Department of Water Affairs appointed various consultants, including the CSIR, to 
gather the info and develop the reserve. Once the reserve is approved it will be used to reassess water 
quotas to landowners upstream.

Cape Nature are still busy with the rehabilitation of the upper reaches of the Duiwenhoks river. At 
present upwards of 100 people are working in the mountains to repair "erosion blowouts." At the same 
time LANDCARE are also trying to stabilize erosion points affecting farmlands in the Duiwenhoks 
River in the Heidelberg town area.

When we are busy with boats and fishing rods and bicycles we often forget to keep our eyes open when 
we walk in our still pristine nature area. Craig Irving’s amazing camera has captured some 
unforgettable scenes of caracal and mongoose. A few years ago Nicky Irving recounted a marvellous 
story of a rooikat sighting. If you have such stories to tell and photographs to show send them to us or 
to the Duiwenhoks Blog. Above are sightings by the editor of a young rhebok which swam across the 
river in early January.

Another unusual sighting was made on Doornhoek Farm by Alan Davson who observed a honey badger 
drinking from a water trough very early in the morning. This was a second sighting. It would be 
interesting to know if any other honey badgers have been sighted in our conservancy.

Keeping an Eye on the Environment
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Rain
fall

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
e

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Tota
l

2001 35 3 12 63 12 13 45 75 39 31 39 7 374

2002 38 37 3 41 66 53 65 22 32 25 21 28 431

2003 23 16 121 33 88 27 28 72 19 67 11 20 525

2004 21 12 25 90 22 52 43 5 34 177 5 80 566

2005 45 17 74 91 50 51 21 26 28 26 37 482

2006 31 29 21 61 78 40 72 234 26 41 16 37 686

2007 17 60 52 58 79 38 77 9 9 54 111 99 663

2008 22 46 43 23 21 62 23 57 20 59 126 0 502

2009 53 20 5 28 26 79 41 13 32 86 17 16 416

2010 11 31 12 34 24 68 64 21 10 51 19 24 369

2011 9 16 14 23 71 54 65 46 10 17 37 18 380

2012 5 19 55 43 19 73 94 66 9 121 14 5 523

2013 34 38 31 34 53 24 33 101 19 33 141 4 545

2014 157 157

Rain on the Vermaaklikheid Plain
In die ou dae het hulle gese, dit reent ou meide met knopkieries. Deesdae, as dit reent,  kry ons soms 
nog knobkieries. Our thanks to John Stainbridge who faithfully records the rainfall every year.



DUIWENHOKS CONSERVANCY MEMBERSHIP FORM
PLEASE FILL IN AND RETURN EVEN IF YOU ARE AN EXISTING MEMBER AS
WE NEED TO UPDATE OUR RECORDS

Chairman: 	
 John Thorne, email address: drjohnthorne@gmail.com
	
 	
 www.duiwenhoksconservancy.co.za

PERSONAL DETAILS

NAME: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
	

POSTAL ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………………………..

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………………………..

 TEL NO’S: ………………………………………………………………………………………………….

PROPERTY OWNERSHIP DETAILS

FARM NO: ……………………………………………..

PROPERTY NAME: …………………………………...
	

OWNERS: ………………………………………………………………………………………………….

MEMBERSHIP FEE: 	
 R220 Please tick form of payment:

PAYMENT:! ! ! Direct deposit into bank a/c: Duiwenhoks Conservancy, Standard Bank 
! ! ! ! ! Rondebosch Branch Code:! 02500911! A/c No:! 0755 77623
! ! ! ! ! (please send a copy of your transaction)

! ! ! ! ! Cheque enclosed. (Cheques to be made out to Duiwenhoks Conservancy)

SIGNED:!! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! DATE:
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