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A number of issues relating to the Duiwenhoks River are listed below, followed by 
suggested proposals. 
 
1. Boating on the River 

1.1 The last two years have seen a noticeable increase both in the number and the size of 
boats on the Duiwenhoks River. It is not unusual for the larger boats to have 2 x 60hp 
engines, which seems excessive given the size and pristine nature of the Duiwenhoks 
River within a Conservancy area.  
 
1.2 Of the approximately 35 jetties on the river, only 14 are legal registered jetties paying 
a total of some R7000 p.a. in fees to Cape Nature. (Figures provided by Rhett Hiseman of 
Cape Nature, April 2012). It appears that little has been done to enforce the registration of 
illegal jetties. 
 
1.3 There are no registered public or private slipways on the river, which means that boats 
are launched anywhere and everywhere. For example, in January 2012 a boat owner 
launched a huge powerboat and drove with a 4x4 vehicle and tractor on the beach at the 
mouth on the Sebastian side of the river, despite the fact that it is illegal to drive vehicles 
on any beach. 
 
1.4 Because there are no registered launching sites on the river, it is difficult to police or 
regulate boat users, according to the part-time River Patrol Officer. (It appears that at the 
present time boats do not need to be registered, nor checked for permits or safety 
equipment on the Duiwenhoks River). Added to this, the River patrol Officer is only 
employed for a few peak days of the year. 
 
1.5 Despite the presence of a part-time River Patrol Officer on peak days, behaviour on 
the river seems to have deteriorated, with speeding past jetties, canoes and swimmers 
becoming frequent. I have been personally informed by a number of people that it is now 
unsafe to swim in the river. 
 
1.6 The unwritten rule that it is better to have the boat on the plane, to reduce wake, has 
partly led to the increase in dangerous speeding. My own oberservation is that speeding 
boats on the plane have only minimally less wake, as it depends on the size of the boat 
(and engine) as well as the hull design. Speeding boats simply cause more bank erosion 
and endanger the lives of swimmers. 
 
2 Development on the River 

2.1 Several houses, mainly holiday houses, are located in the floodplain and have been 
regularly flooded, including their septic tanks, with undesirable consequences.  



2.2 Koensrust Farm on the Duiwenhoks River applied some years ago for, amongst other 
things, a river campsite as part of their development. The river camp was turned down at 
the time for environmental reasons. The owners have however recently constructed 3 
permanent tents with timber decks, a lapa, a shed and toilets all within 3 or 4 metres of 
the high water mark within the floodplain. (The shed has been there for a number of 
years).This appears to be in contravention of their previous approval conditions and the 
new coastal regulations.  
 
2.3 Cape Nature is only a commenting authority, and therefore does not provide 
authorisation or control of any development, as this falls within the jurisdiction of the 
Hessequa Municipality, and apparently DEA/DP. The Duiwenhoks Conservancy is 
sometimes invited to comment on proposed development, but this does not appear to be 
a requirement.  
 
2.4 There is no framework plan, local SDF plan or special policies / regulations to cover 
the specific natural river environment or heritage resources of the Vermaaklikheid area. 
The area is therefore vulnerable to inappropriate development in the future. 
 
3. Management of the River Environment 

3.1 Invasive alien vegetation, such as rooikrans (Acacia cyclops), mainly downstream of 
Vermaaklikheid, and black wattle (A. mearnsii), mainly upstream of Vermaaklikheid, have 
affected surface and ground water supplies, destroyed local flora and fauna habitats, 
caused erosion of river banks, and increased fuel loads in wildfire events. Yet landowners 
are not compelled to eradicate alien vegetation along the river banks. 
 
3.2 Cattle graze along the river banks upstream of Vermaaklikheid, trampling the sensitive 
vegetation. Cow droppings and fertilisers cause nutrient enrichment and eutrophication of 
the river. Pumping of water from the river by farmers seriously affects freshwater inflow to 
the river. 
 
4. Proposals for the Duiwenhoks River 

Each river system has its own unique environmental and social characteristics, ecological 
constraints and cultural heritage. It is important therefore that the Management Plan, 
policies and by-laws be appropriate and specifically tailored for the local conditions, as 
these are different to other areas of the Municipality.  
 
4.1 Consider limiting the size of boat engines on the Duiwenhoks River, in keeping with 
the scale and pristine nature of the river system. 15hp has been mooted as a reasonable 
maximum size. This could be phased in over a period of say 2 or 3 years to allow boat 
users to down-size their engines. 

4.2 Consider zoning the river to allow controlled use of power boats from Oshoek to the 
mouth where the river is wider, only very slow speed (max. 10kph) from Oshoek to the 
Vermaaklikheid slipway, and no power boats upstream of the Vermaaklikheid slipway 
(except possibly electrictric engines). The upper reaches, which are more narrow and 
pristine, can therefore be used safely for swimming, canoeing and nature-related activities 
such as bird-watching. The status quo of not allow water-skiing or jetskis on the river 
should be retained. 

4.3 Consider upgrading and legalising the existing boat slipways at Vermaaklikheid and 
near Puntjie. Provide information and educational signage on the use of the river at the 2 
slipways. Check for boat and fishing permits, as well as safety equipment.  

4.4 Enforce the approval and registration of private jetties along the River. If Cape Nature 
are unable to do this, then delegate authority to the Municipality who can control jetties 
through by-laws. Use the revenue from jetties and registration of boats for river patrol and 
river management costs. 



4.5 Prepare a local spatial development plan and environmental management plan to 
conserve the unique environmental and heritage resources of the area, with guidelines for 
development. Use specialist expertise in estuarine and freshwater ecology to advise on 
river management, and to inform appropriate river zoning and boat/engine sizes. 

4.6 No structures, except approved jetties, should be permitted within the 100-year 
floodplain. Pre-existing structures should not be extended, or re-constructed if destroyed 
by a flood. No filling, excavation, compaction or paving should be allowed without a permit 
within the floodplain. No septic tanks / soakaways should be permitted within 100m of the 
river bank. 

4.5 Consider enacting a by-law that requires clearing of all alien vegetation within say 30m 
of the high water mark of the river to prevent futher degradation of the river environment. 

4.6 Consider instituting a tourism bed-levy for holiday accommodation establishments. 
Use these funds for job-creation projects, such as alien clearing  and river management 
generally, as these establishments, which increase visitor and boating pressure on the 
river, tend to contribute little to the environment. 

4.7 Consider involving the Duiwenhoks Conservancy to assist with river or environment-
related projects, monitoring, job-creation and education. 
 
The Duiwenhoks River, together with its larger catchment and the historic Vermaaklikheid 
settlement are too valuable to allow further neglect and lack of management. 


