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Dear Sir 
 
OBJECTION AGAINST EXPLORATION RIGHT APPLICATIONS PASA REF NO 
12/3/1/184 (WC) AND BROUGHT IN TERMS OF SECTION 79 OF THE MINERAL 
AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2002 
 
Mr A van Wyk’s response of 21 July 2010 to my letter to PASA dated 13 July 2010 

has reference. 

 

Whilst I am reluctant to address this matter by way of written communications 

addressed to you, I however feel obliged to respond to certain allegations, innuendos 

et al by Mr van Wyk and to set the record straight. 

 

Firstly, I find it very unfortunate that Mr van Wyk, who was not present at the meeting 

of 7 July,  has found it necessary to become personal in his response. The tone and 

manner of his letter has certainly rendered the possibility of dealing with this matter 

in an amicable manner highly improbable.  

 

My reference Your reference Date 

MLC/10/013 12/3/1/184/1 26 July 2010 



2 

 

Secondly, certain statements in his response have made it clear that it in future, as 

far as my clients or I am concerned, it would be preferable to have any meetings 

where Advasol or its consultants are involved, recorded. 

 

I will deal with Mr van Wyk’s various utterances more specifically in the final 

submission to you, and therefore wish to only respond with regard to the following: 

 

1. Ad par 1 of the letter: It is correct that a series (4 to be precise) of open/public 

meetings will be held to cover an area of approximately 3,400 km². These 

meetings then are also scheduled to take place during working hours which 

should make it easier for people to attend (sic). 

 

2. Ad par 2: I reject the remark that I have suggested that the “Stilbaai” meeting 

should be held in Cape Town. More correct would be that I remarked that 

since a lot of the registered landowners in the Blombos Conservancy are 

located in Cape Town, it would be appreciated if consideration be given to 

hold an additional meeting in Cape Town. I never suggested or indicated that 

such meeting should or would replace a meeting for the residents in the 

Stilbaai area.  

 

3. As a matter of fact Mrs du Plessis of Golder on 7 July 2010 advised that the 

Stilbaai meeting to be held in Stilbaai would commence at 9:30 and comprise 

of an informal two hour period during which maps, diagrams, brochures etc 

could be perused and then would be followed by a formal meeting at 11:30 

during which a comprehensive presentation would be done to be followed by 

questions and the raising of concerns. A notice for this meeting would have 

been issued on Friday, 9 July 2010. It was also agreed that a meeting in Cape 

Town as requested (without the informal part) could be scheduled for either 

the 27th or the 28th of July. 

 

4. Ad par 1.9: The statement that the remainder of the EMP’s (Infanta-, De Hoop 

West-,Mosselbaai west – and Mosselbaai applications ) were “first prepared 
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and made available to the public ....on 15 June”, is totally incorrect. These 

applications were only published on Golder’s website on 19 July 2010. 

 

5. Ad par 1.10: I reject the statement that I am attempting “to drum up local 

support, including financial support in the interest of a very limited number of 

persons”. On the other hand, if “drum up” however means properly informing 

and making people aware of these applications and by doing that, then 

actually doing what Advasol/Golder were supposed to do, then maybe I 

should be regarded as a drummer of some sorts.  

 

6. Ad par 2-5: Regarding the entire “water exploration” matter, the following – 

 

(i) Referring to certain persons as being my “informants” may be 

perceived as implying that I had or still have ties with the intelligence 

fraternity. It is hereby recorded that I have no informants, but rather 

represent a number of objectors as clients. 

 

(ii) I have noted Mr van Wyk’s attempts at explaning this matter. I am 

however more than comfortable leaving the investigation into this 

matter in the hands of PASA. It is however strange that neither Advasol 

nor Golder’s representatives informed the meeting on 7 July 2010 that 

they are busy with such noble activities - especially in response to my 

question whether any research had been done regarding the presence 

and extent of the groundwater on the affected properties. 

 

(iii) I then also regard it as pure coincidence that the equipment used for 

water sources is similar to that used for gas exploration. 

 

(iv) Finally it should then also be assumed that Advasol’s press statement 

of 13 July 2010 should no longer find application. In this statement 

Advasol stated that the reason for this exploration was to “identify if 
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and where there may be any water resources because the company 

would aim to avoid these areas in exploration in order to protect any 

water in the region as water is so scarce”. According to Mr van Wyk the 

reason now appear to be that Crystal Exploration (Pty) Ltd is 

sponsoring an independent field study of the geophysical technology 

the objective of which “both is to prove the efficacy of the technology, 

and, if useful, the location of such water resources”. Whereas the 

media statement made it clear that the water exploration was done as 

part of Advasol’s “commitment to the community and its intention to 

understand the environment covered by the licence application” the 

objective now rather is “fundamentally different from and wholly-

unrelated to any future exploration for gas.” 

 

 
Yours truly 
 

 
Adv M Coetzee 
 
 
 
 


