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28 June 2010 

 

Mrs. Erika du Plessis 

Golder Associates 

Postal address: P.O. Box 13776, Hatfield 0028 

Tel: 012 366 0100 

Fax: 012 366 0111 

E-mail: eduplessis@golder.co.za  

 

Dear Madam 

 

PROPOSED EXPLORATION FOR NATURAL GAS IN THE STILBAAI AREA – 

SUPPLEMENTARY EMP FOR PUBLIC COMMENT. PASA REF NO 12/3/184/1 
 

Your notification dated 18 June on the above refers. 

 

The Duiwenhoks Conservancy represents many landowners in the Blombos – Vermaaklikheid area 

and has wide knowledge of environmental and conservation issues in this area. 

 

We register our concerns about the proposed exploration for natural gas in the area. More 

specifically, we register our discontent with the manner in which this proposed exploration has been 

brought to the attention of land owners and other interested and affected parties, ie the manner in 

which the EMP is being conducted. The information is haphazardly distributed, not all landowners 

have been notified and the press releases inadequate. If it were not for the organized bodies, such as 

the conservancies, many landowners would not have been informed. It must be noted that many 

landowners in this part of the southern Cape are not permanent residents in the area – it is farm land, 

a fact that should have become apparent when you met with the municipality in April 2010. 

 

A case in point, to cancel the public meetings a day before (as well as late in the afternoon) they are 

due to occur (June 11
th
) is totally unacceptable and unprofessional.  The reason given, namely that 

the start of the World Cup would mean that people would be unlikely to attend the meetings is also 

unacceptable.  The fact that the World Cup would begin on 11 June has been known for months and 

thus to organize a meeting on this day clearly demonstrates a lack of attention to detail and 

insensitivity to people’s needs. 

 

Furthermore, the guidelines for public participation issued by the Department of Environmental 

Affairs and Development Planning of the Western Cape Provincial Government stipulate that no 

public participation and feedback period should occur during the major public holiday periods. Your 

timeframes and proposed meeting in mid-July would thus be inappropriate as the school holidays 
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only close on the 13
th
 July – and then some private schools a week later.  Similarly your requirement 

for feedback by the 2
nd
 July – which falls within the school holiday period and whilst many I&AP’s 

are away is unacceptable. Our conservancy members have thus not had time to receive or review the 

amended EMP as many are on leave. 

 

Some of the concerns raised by the Duiwenhoks Conservancy (DC) are as follows: 

 

 Feasibility report – existing data: It is a known fact that Soekor drilled this area many 

years ago when the Mossgas developments were in their infancy.  There is little reference to 

these data and the potential for the presence of exploitable gas reserves identified at the time. 

The DC is of the opinion that a feasibility report based on existing data should be 

forthcoming before any further field exploration occurs and before any access is permitted to 

private properties.  

 Water resources: the southern Cape area is a water stressed area.  There are limited surface 

water resources and groundwater thus forms a strategic supply source. The main aquifer in 

the area – Stilbaai to Breede River mouth – that provides (fresh) supply is the De Hoop Vlei 

Formation of the Bredasdorp Group.  This is a thin basal layer overlying Bokkeveld shales 

and it is very susceptible to over pumping, saline intrusion close to the coast and 

contamination.  Gas exploration and deep drilling will require large volumes of water. 

Where will this water come from?  Greater research into the implications of the proposed 

exploration on both the supply sources and possible impacts on the sources as well as on 

ecological systems (e.g. those associated with springs) is required before any exploration 

drilling takes place.  

 Combined phases: A combined phase exploration programme is unacceptable.  Potential 

impacts must be comprehensively identified before any intrusive exploration drilling occurs. 

 Biodiversity: The area is associated with limestone fynbos, which is threatened and thus the 

area forms a valuable conservation area.  In addition, there are Critical Biodiversity Areas 

and important ecological corridors that need to be maintained in the long-term to ensure 

ongoing functioning of ecosystems and maintenance of ecosystem services.  Many farms in 

the area are managed as nature areas. The threatened Black Oyster Catcher breeds along the 

Blombos – Stilbaai coast.  What are the implications in the above regards due to interference 

by the proposed exploration?  Inadequate attention has been paid to the disruptive effect that 

drilling will have on biodiversity in the area.   

 Financing and closure: It is common knowledge that the existing Mossgas operations 

(PetroSA) are nearing the end of their current reserves.  What provision has been set aside 

for the proper closure and decommissioning of these operations before new operations are 

approved and is there adequate control over this closure?  One only has to look at the effects 

of the Deep Horizon drilling operations with leaking oil / gas in the Gulf of Mexico.  It is the 

DC’s opinion that no further exploration should be allowed before PASA and PetroSA 

provide a guarantee to the residents of the southern Cape coast that adequate financial 

provision and plans are in place to manage and undertake closure of existing operations. 

 Alternatives: What other alternatives are being explored to extend supplies to Mossgas? 

This question relates to the feasibility point raised above. 

 Experience and track record: What experience and track record does Advasol have in the 

exploration for gas and oil?  Given the high environmental risks associated with such work, 
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it is the DC’s opinion that no company without a sound track record should be given 

permission to undertake this work in what is an environmentally sensitive area. 

 Professional expertise and conflict of interest: We note that the initial persons from 

Golder’s who were involved with this EMP are qualified as Landscape Architects.  No 

record of registration as a Pr Sci Nat (SACNASP) or with the Interim Certification Board for 

Environmental Assessment Practitioners (EAPSA) can be found.  With all due respect, we 

do not consider the team undertaking this EMP to have adequate qualifications and it is our 

opinion that suitably qualified persons should be doing this work for any credibility to be 

placed on the findings.  In addition, we consider there to be a serious conflict of interest as 

Golder’s is known to be a major service provider to the exploration and mining industry. 

Thus, the EIA should not be conducted by a team within Golder’s because of the potential 

conflict of interest – namely the potential for Golder’s to seek leverage for downstream 

engineering work.  Impartiality of the environmental process is thus questioned, particularly 

if it were to come to the ‘no-go’ exploration / mining option.  Golder’s strong association 

with mining is illustrated by the newsletter article on your website as follows: Our Ghana 

operation was recently awarded the Ghana Africa Business Award (Bronze) from the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration at the 4th Ghana-Africa Business 

Awards for our commendable contribution to development in the African mining sector. To 

learn more, please contact Erika du Plessis at eduplessis@golder.com.  

We presume that the Erika du Plessis referred to above as the contact about how Golder 

promotes mining in Africa is one and the same person as the Erika du Plessis that has 

recently taken over the running of the Advasol EMP project.  We respectfully request that 

the public participation process be run by a party independent of both Golder’s and someone 

that is not closely associated with the Mining or Oil & Gas sector.   

 Alignment with policies and plans:  The question of whether this project is congruent with 

the development path that has been put forward by national government as well as the 

Western Cape Province (e.g. Provincial Spatial Development Framework) has not been 

addressed.  Are we going to be faced with yet another project where the creation of jobs is 

used as a means for justifying irreversible environmental impacts?  Why is such extensive 

fossil fuel exploration being undertaken, when the stated intention of the government is to 

move to a low-carbon economy, to grow the green economy and to create green jobs?  How 

does this project weigh-up against the principles in section 2 of the National Environmental 

Management Act (Act 107 of 1998).  Given that the Act that regulates mining requires 

adherence with these principles, we question why this project has not been rigorously tested 

against these principles and against relevant energy and climate change policy objectives.  

Will this project contribute to achieving the country’s objectives in respect of a low-carbon 

economy, climate change and the growth of the green economy? 

 

In closing, the DC is not satisfied that the public participation process to date has been adequate. 

Given the change in the team doing this work for Golder’s, the cancelled meetings, the now 

amended EMP, the requests for comment during a major holiday period and the disjointed manner 

in which information has become available, we are of the opinion that any public meetings must be 

set aside until at least the end of July / early August and that the dissemination of a comprehensive 

set of up-to-date information must start again.  
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Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Mike Munnik 

Chairman – Duiwenhoks Conservancy 

 

Cc 

Blombos Conservancy 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

WESSA 

Hessequa Municipality 

 


